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ABSTRACT 

Must there be a dichotomy between research and 
teaching? Believing that the two go hand in hand rather than at odds 
with each other the author illustrates how cooperation between both 
can take place. At the Suderland Polytechnic History Division, in 
which students are preparing for B. Ed. and Teaching Certificate 
work, students study the particular area of the First World War, 
using and contributing to the developing research archive resources 
of the Department in preparation of their dissertation which 
specifically focuses on one aspect of the war. Research work consists 
of collecting materials, assessing it for archival purposes, and 
producing sources of references. Emphasis is upon students gathering 
primary sources such as letters, diaries, photographs, papers, maps, 
and oral recollections of war experiences that relate to personal 
experiences in the war. Three purposes behind the work are to 
preserve a perishable record; to use materials informally in the 
schools in an effort to bring pupils to an understanding of the war; 
and to train students in the historical method. (SJM) 
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PREFACE 



In college and university circles the phrase "publish or 
perish" is so familiar that it is almost a cliche. The phrase itself — 
and certainly its too frequent use — so conditions our thinking that we 
begin to actually conceptualize an inherent dichotomy between teaching 
and research. 

The consequences of such a conceptualization and attitude 
toward the relationship between teaching and research pervades higher 
education, and may well be reinforced by the "self-fulfilling prophecy." 
Some of us may not only have grown fond of our chains, but may have indeed 
even forged the very links themselves. 



However, one of the little talked about (and perhaps "little 
dbne about") joys of being a college or university faculty member is the 
possibility of maximizing the relationship between one's teaching and 
research interests. 

This Occasional Paper describes an individual and an institution 
which does not accept at "face validity" the assumption that teaching and 
research "must compete in mutual peril for the teacher's time and inspiration." 

The editor hopes this manuscript will open the discussion and 
examination of the possible relationship between teaching and lesearch, 
rather than merely close the discussion by waiving the banner of "publish 
or perish." 



Stony Brook, New York 



E.S. 
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Prom University to school level teaching it is sometimes assumed that Historical 
research and teaching xommitments must compete in mutual peril for the teacher's 
time and inspiration. Of course many examples can be cited of the reverse of this 
unnecessary state of affairs and at Sunderland Polytechnic in the History Division 
of the Education Department in which students are preparing for B.Ed# and Teaching 
Certificate work one area of specialism raay bo outlined to indicate the links 
between the- thr^e oleraents of research, the introduction of students to work in 
depth on a odl^ct^tt topic, and their professional preparation for work in schools. 

The particular area chosen for clc^e study is the First World War and all History 
students in preparation for their Certificate and B.Ed. Final Examination deal wit»i 
this period as one of a number of essential areas of stujjty for a Twentieth Century 
ppper. Approximately half of the students of any one year choose an aspect of the 
war for the Dissertation or Long Essay section of their work for which they are 
f)hlo to devote a considerable percentage of their History time over 12 to Ik months, 
li is in this area that they come to use the developing research archive resources 
of the Department rnd indeed help to augment these resources in their own particular 
area* 

In tho same v/ay that Teaching methods vary so of course do the nethodc of rescorch 
according to the nature of the subject and the desired end product. The Econoirdc 
historian's quantification from the rise and fall of prices and production, the 
concern of other historians with tlie psychological impact of events upon his 
subjects childhood-, the attenti'^n others would pay to their subject's health, or 
to the influence of constitutiorn] , legal, political, social, international issues^ 
will all send t\w researchers*. to ^lifferent types of evidence to be used v/ith proper 
scf^pticism and corroboroted by citfforent evidence perhaps gained by different means 
from a very different source* It is perhJ^BTs only a certain kind of Econoraic 
Historian who ^vould quarrol with the relevance of areas and rae^"hods of research 
other than his own. Hero at Sunderland Polytechnic we define this particular 
area of our research work as being an attempt to gather relevant material ^to 
access it properly for archive purposes, '3, to produce work for which our archives 
form one of a number of major sources of roference. 

For over five years my students and I have boon assiduously gathering original 
material relating to personal experiences in the war. Letters, diariesj photographs, 
army forms, private and officif-^.l papers and mps covering every aspect of the v/ar 
have been carefully accessed into suitably separate categories. Tho Domestic Front, 
V/omen's Involvement, Conscientious Objection, Intervention in Russia, East Africa, 
Italy, take their place alongside the more obvious areas of the Western Front, 
Gallipoli, Mesopotamia, Salonikai Egypt/Palastine, the RFC/RAF, the Merchant and 
Royal Navy. Though the emphasis of our research has been on personal experiences 
except for the B.Ed, students, all tho above areas are supplemented by xerox 
copies of documents held in the Imperia^l V/ar Museum, the Public Record Office, 
the Centre for Military Archives at King's College London and numerous City and 
County Record Offices. 



In Addition to this material we have under a carefully worked out format by moans 
of various veteran associations (Old Contomptiblos, Gallipoli, Salonika and 
Regimental Associations) and through the National and Local Press, managed to make . 
contact with over t\io thousand veterans whose recollections we have secured in 
taperccorded, typescript or manuscript form. In this way we have got an 
astonishingly rich coverage of recollected personal experiences in many cases 
substantiated by original documents. As we have over 600 taperecordings, to 
pick out outstanding examples is an embarrassment but the l^lk Truce in original 
diary and taperecording, the first use of the flamethrower by the Germans at 
Hooge in I915, the first Naval V.C. of the war (sinking of a Turkish battleship 
by torpedo i Wostprn Front and Gallipoli V.C.»s of 1915, a women nursing in Belgium 
vith Edith Cavr^ll, survivors of the Kut disaster, of Jutland, a Bristol Fighter 
pi3ot, a V.C. at 3rd Ypres, and P-O-W. recordings are amongst the most outstanding. 
r^.Thaps the most interesting example of all lies in the tapes and boxfilos of letters 
diaries, photographs and other documents of a Cambridge family the head of which 
as a University lecturer pilloried the Pacifists and regularly spoke at recruiting 
rallies while one of his sons fought from August 191/f to 191? on the Western 
Front before going to Italy, while another fought on the Western Front and then in 
Salonika. For good measure his two daughters, one at Dartford Physical Training 
College and one at Gypsy Hill College were both considerably committed to 
voluntary war work. The complete papers of this family provide a fascinating 
picture of the impact of the v/ar on one household. 

Strictly there are three purposofi behind this work. Firstly, we are preserving 
pormonently an extremely perishable record of the heritage of the ordinary wan 
and women during a particularly P.lf^nificant period. I should add here that steps 
heve been taken to ensure the eventual preservation on one site of all this material 
nftor til** author «c? ^^ffcctive v/ork is completed in time or by untimely intervention 
of the fnton. Secondly, with cr-re ..'Mn.table material is used informally as v/ell as 
formally in schools, to help bring boys and girls to an. understanding of the nature 
of the First World War in its impact on the individual. Thirdly, with a sense of 
responsibility the papers and tapes are used as one of a number of sources of 
material to prepare the student dissertations on aspects of the First- World V/ar. 
Of course to be aware of the pitfalls involved in the use of recollected material 
is a valid discipline for students training in historical method. 

The material described above has been put to good use in many student dissertations 
on such topics as 'Reform put to the Test,' The British Soldier I9O6 - to December 
1914', 'The Disaster at Kut, « 'Women^s War Effort in N.E. England, « »The Case of 
Edith CavollS and for the B.Ed, degree, »Moral and legal aspects of Conscientious 
OboectionS «The concept and conduct of the Gallipoli Campaign^, »3rd Ypres, an-, 
assessment of the Historical verdict. » The top copy of these dissertations 13 
retained in the archives at the Polytechnic. 



During this period, the author of this article has spccialisod in research on the 
Gollipoli Campaign, and v/ith the invaluable help of students has gathered an 
notonishingly comprehensive documentary and recollected coverage of every aspect 
of the campaign v/hich is the main source material for a book on Gallipoli to be 
published by Longmans. Research has taken him to Turkey to meet and tapcrecord 
Turkish veterans, confer v/ith the official Turkish Historian of the Campaign 
and examine closely using original maps, the landing and fighting areas at Capo 
Helles, Anzac and Suvla. The first fruits of this work was an Exhibition hold in 
Sunderland which attracted Gallipoli veterans from all over Britain and School- 
children and students from the Nox-th 3!astern Counties. In addition to this a 
sound and colour film has been prepared on hov/ the campaign has been studied and 
this has been in considerable demand. Though original material and recollections 
come in each week, a final nrjor area of the v/ork is now being undertrKen and that 
is the visiting of French and German veterans who have bo^n contacted by corres- 
pondence through French and German National and Local newspapers and veteran 
organisations. 

In 1973 Longmans will be publishinf; for uce in Schools and Colleges a large 

Archive Unit I have prepared on personal experience in 191lf-l8. Apart fron selected 

taperecordings, a film strip, origJnal maps, trench nev/sheets, examples of National 

Local newspapers. folders of documents on the following topics, the Western Front, 
Gallipoli, The Sideshows or other Fronts, The Domestic Front, Conscientious 
Ohjoction, Commendation, Casualties and Captivity, the RFC/RAF, the Royal Navy and - 
collection of letters frora every Front written by parishioners of a small 
GloucoRtc-r^hire village to their vJcar, there v/ill be work suggestions attached to 
O'-ch folder for school children of varied ability to use fully the oourco material 
beforo them. I certainly hope that »V/ar-time cake» and »Lentil patties^ fron 
economy recipes, models of trench Rystems and various creative written or artistic 
v/ork will be undr>rtaken in schools as v/ell as serious discussion of the issues 
raised by Conscription or costly failures in Western Front tactics. 



To return to Co] lege work, all our History students are regularly involved in 
tnporecordlng, riiodol v/orking, dynnatic reconstructionsi artistic work and display 
'-^rrnngnont* Out'^.i'Je of Teachin/: Trrotice they work with school children in both 
class and group situations and it need scarcely be written that the 1st World V/ar 
again provides a valuable though certainly not exclusive topic by which children 
can Y J introduced in a stimulating and pract5.cal manner to exciting work which 
allows them to develop varied talents in learning and discovering. Having seen 
students with Primary school children be-shawled in a ration queue gossiping of 
recipes without sugar and news from husbaids in the trenches and seen students with 
secondary school children censoring letters from the Front and conducting a 
Court Martial for Cowardice in the Field, I have little doubt of the sincerity 
and enthusiasm with which children tackle this type of work nor indeed of the value 
to the group and to the individual of the shared experiences. For the student, 
mature or young the opportunity of personal research going hand in hand with 
professional training must surely add relevance to their academic v/ork though I 
would prefer to justify it on less materialist grounds* Enthusiasm and dedication 
enrich the student teacher and wo believe that our work provides an opportunity 
for the stimulation of these precious qualities. 

May I conclude with what I trust does not appear too discordantly grasping a note. 
If any recder knows of the whereabouts of aninteresting 191if-l8 veteran or of 
191^-18 papers I do hope ho will bo kind enough to get in touch with ne. 

P-H. Liadle, 

Senior Lecturer in Kistory, 

Sunderland Polytechnic, 

Education Department, 

Chester Road, 
Y:ni^ Sunderland, 
tl\lv Co* Durhami 
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